Treeton Parish Council
Garage Plot Policy

1. Purpose
This policy sets out how the Council administers and manages garage plots within the Parish. It provides
transparency in relation to applications, allocations, waiting lists, and site management.

The policy operates alongside the Council’s Garage Tenancy Agreement, which contains the legally
binding conditions governing the use and occupation of garage plots.

Where there is any inconsistency between this policy and the Council’s Garage Tenancy Agreement, the
Tenancy Agreement shall take precedence.

2. Legislative Context
The Council manages garage plots in accordance with relevant legislation and local authority powers
relating to land management and leasing.

3. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy:
e Council means Treeton Parish Council
e Tenant means the person named in the Garage Tenancy Agreement
e Garage Plot means a plot of land let by the Council for the purpose of erecting and/or
maintaining a private garage or using as a parking space
e Tenancy Agreement means the current garage tenancy agreement issued by the Council
e Parish means the civil parish of Treeton

4. Eligibility, Allocation and Management

4.1 Eligibility
Garage tenancies shall normally be limited to persons living within the Parish of Treeton.

For the purposes of eligibility, a resident is defined as a person:
e Listed on the electoral roll for the Parish of Treeton

4.2 One Tenancy Per Household
e New garage tenancies are normally limited to one tenancy per household
e Ahousehold is defined as one tenancy per address

The Council reserves discretion in exceptional circumstances.

4.3 Waiting List and Allocation Principles
Where demand exceeds availability, the Council will maintain a waiting list.

Applications will normally be recorded in date order, with priority given to eligible residents of the Parish.

Plots/garages will normally be allocated in the following order:



1. Eligible residents of the Parish of Treeton
2. Applicants on the waiting list in date order
3.
Applicants may periodically be asked to confirm they wish to remain on the waiting list.

The Council reserves the right to allocate garage plots in a way that supports effective site management.

Applicants who decline a reasonable offer may remain on the waiting list; however, repeated refusals may
resultin review.

4.4 Transfer, Assignment or Passing on of Garage Plots
Garage tenancies are personal to the named tenant and cannot be transferred.
Tenants must not:

e  Sub-let, assign, or transfer the garage plot
e Allow another person to take over the tenancy
e Enter into private agreements regarding use or future occupation

The Council will not recognise informal arrangements.

Where a tenant no longer requires the garage, it must be returned to the Council for reallocation.

In the event of the death of a tenant, the tenancy will end in accordance with the Tenancy Agreement.

4.5 Death of a Tenant
Where a tenant dies, the Council may, at its discretion, offer a new tenancy to a spouse or partner living at
the same address, subject to:

e Meeting eligibility criteria

e Signing a new Tenancy Agreement

This is treated as a new tenancy, not a transfer.

The Council is not obliged to offer the garage and may reallocate via the waiting list.

5. Allocation of Garage Plots
Garage plots will be allocated by the Parish Clerk or authorised officer.

Before taking possession, applicants must:
e Accept the garage plot offered
e Signthe Tenancy Agreement
e Paythe annualrent

Tenancy begins only once agreement is signed and payment made.

6. Rent and Payment

Garage rent:
e |ssetand reviewed by the Council
e |s payable annually



e Must be paid as instructed by the Council
The rent period applies to the year ending 29 September.
Tenants are responsible for any rates, taxes, or charges applicable to the garage plot.

The Council will notify tenants of payment dates by:
e letter

e Council website
7. Use of Garage Plots

7.1 Erection of a Garage or Use as Parking
Tenants may either:
e Erect agarage on the plotin accordance with Council approval and all applicable legal and
planning requirements; or
e Usethe plot as a parking space for a private vehicle

Where a tenant chooses to erect a garage:
e  Prior written approval must be obtained from the Council

e The structure must comply with all relevant legislation, planning requirements, and Council
specifications

The use of the plot, whether for a garage or parking, must remain consistent with the Tenancy Agreement
and must not cause nuisance or obstruction.

7.2 Permitted Use
Garage plots may only be used for:
e The siting and use of a private garage
e Parking a vehicle
e Storage of domestic items reasonably ancillary to residential use

7.3 Prohibited Use
Garage plots must not be used for:
e Anytrade, business, or commercial activity
e Residential occupation or overnight sleeping
e Storage of illegal, hazardous, explosive, or flammable substances (beyond normal domestic
quantities)
e Nuisance, anti-social behaviour, or unlawful purposes

The Council will act reasonably in determining inappropriate use.
8. Structures, Alterations and Storage
8.1 Erection and Alterations

Tenants must:

e Obtain prior written permission from the Council before erecting, altering, or extending any
structure



The Council may:
e Refuse unsuitable proposals
e Require removal of unauthorised works
e Set limits on design, position, materials, and dimensions

8.2 Maintenance and Condition
Tenants must:
e Keep the garage in a good state of repair to the satisfaction of the Council
e Maintain the garage in good decorative order
e Ensure externalfinishes are in subdued colours where applicable
e Treat wood or metal surfaces appropriately (e.g., painting or preservative treatment)
e Keep the plot clean, tidy, and safe

Failure to do so may constitute a breach of the Tenancy Agreement.

8.3 Insurance

Tenants must maintain adequate insurance to cover:
e The garage structure
e Public liability arising from its use

8.4 Storage of Materials

Tenants must not store:
e Hazardous, flammable, or dangerous materials beyond normal domestic quantities
e Waste, scrap, or items presenting a fire, environmental, or health risk

Stored items must:
e Be lawful and reasonable
e Notobstruct access or neighbouring plots

The Council may require removal of inappropriate materials.

8.5 Subdivision
Tenants must not subdivide or share garage plots without written permission.

9. Vehicles and Abandoned Vehicles
The use of vehicles within garage plots must not:
e Cause nuisance, obstruction, or annoyance
e Breach the conditions of the Tenancy Agreement

Where the Council reasonably believes a vehicle is abandoned or causing a breach:
1.  Written notice will be served on the Tenant
2. Avreasonable period will be given to remedy the issue
3. If not complied with, the Council may:
o Arrange removal
o Dispose of the vehicle in accordance with the Torts (Interference with Goods) Act 1977

All costs incurred will be recoverable from the Tenant.



10. Inspections
The Council may inspect garage plots at reasonable times.

Inspections may be carried out by:
e Members of the Council
e Authorised officers

Failure to provide access when reasonably required may constitute a breach.

11. Breach of Conditions
Where a tenant breaches the Tenancy Agreement, the Council may:
e |ssue a written warning
e Require remedial action within a specified period
e Recover costs incurred
e Terminate the tenancy

Serious or persistent breaches may result in termination.

12. Termination of Tenancy
Tenancies may be terminated in accordance with the Tenancy Agreement, including:
e Written notice
e Non-payment of rent
e Breach of conditions
e Landrequired for statutory or other purposes

The Council may terminate the tenancy by giving not less than 28 days’ written notice for any purpose, in
accordance with the Tenancy Agreement.

13. End of Tenancy

When a tenancy ends, the tenant must:
e Remove all belongings
e Remove any structures erected on the plot
e Leavethelandin a clean and tidy condition
e Return any keys or access devices

No compensation is payable unless stated in the Tenancy Agreement.

14. Quiet Enjoyment
The Council will respect the tenant’s right to quiet enjoyment of the garage plot, subject to compliance
with the Tenancy Agreement.

15. Complaints and Queries
Concerns should be directed to the Parish Clerk.

Escalation path:
1. Parish Clerk
2. Relevant Committee
3. Full Treeton Parish Council



16. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically by Treeton Parish Council.
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