Treeton Parish Council
Allotment Policy

This policy sets out how allotments owned or managed by Treeton Parish Council are allocated and
administered.

1. Purpose
This policy sets out how the Council administers and manages allotments within the Parish. It provides
transparency in relation to applications, allocations, waiting lists, and site management.

The policy operates alongside the Council’s Allotment Tenancy Agreement, which contains the legally
binding conditions governing the use and occupation of allotment plots.

Where there is any inconsistency between this policy and the Council’s Allotment Tenancy Agreement,
the Tenancy Agreement shall take precedence.

2. Legislative Context
The Council manages allotments in accordance with relevant legislation including the Allotments Act
1908 and subsequent amendments.

3. Definitions
For the purposes of this policy:

e Council means Treeton Parish Council.

e Tenant means the person named in the Allotment Tenancy Agreement.

e Allotment Plot means a plot of land let by the Council for use as an allotment garden.

o Tenancy Agreement means the current allotment tenancy agreement issued by the Council.
e Parish means the civil parish of Treeton.

4. Eligibility, Allocation and Management

4.1 Eligibility
Allotment tenancies shall normally be limited to persons living within the Parish of Treeton.
For the purposes of eligibility, a resident is defined as a person:

e Listed on the electoral roll for the Parish of Treeton.

4.2 One Tenancy Per Household

In accordance with the Council’s tenancy agreement (introduced 27 July 2020):
o New allotment tenancies are normally limited to one tenancy per household.
e Ahousehold is defined as one tenancy per address.

4.3 Waiting List and Allocation Principles
Where demand for allotments exceeds availability, the Council will maintain a waiting list of applicants.



Applications will normally be recorded in date order, and priority will normally be given to eligible
residents of the Parish of Treeton.

Plots will normally be allocated in the following order:

1. Eligible residents of the Parish of Treeton
2. Applicants on the waiting list in date order

Applicants may periodically be asked to confirm that they wish to remain on the waiting list.
The Council reserves the right to allocate plots in a manner that supports the effective management of
the allotment site, including allocating smaller plots or subdivided plots where appropriate.

Applicants who decline a reasonable offer of a plot may remain on the waiting list. However, repeated
refusals may result in the application being reviewed by the Council.

4.4 Transfer, Assignment or Passing on of Allotments
Allotment tenancies are personal to the named tenant and cannot be transferred to another person.

In accordance with the Council’s Tenancy Agreement:

e Tenants must not sub-let, assign, transfer, or otherwise part with possession of the allotment or
any part of it.

e Tenants must not make private agreements or arrangements for another person to take over the
plot.

e Allotments cannot be passed to family members, partners, friends, or any other person, either
during the tenancy or when the tenant gives up the plot.

e The Council will not recognise any informal arrangement made between a tenant and another
person regarding future occupation of a plot.

[ ]

Tenants may receive occasional help from family members or friends. However, the named tenant must

remain the primary occupier and responsible person, and the plot must be primarily cultivated by the
tenant at all times.

Where the Council determines that:

e theplotis being primarily cultivated by another person, or
e thetenant has attempted to transfer or pass on the plot,

this may be treated as a breach of the tenancy agreement.

If a tenant no longer wishes to keep their allotment, the plot must be returned to the Council, and it will
be reallocated through the Council’s waiting list process.

In the event of the death of a tenant, the tenancy will end in accordance with the Tenancy Agreement. The
Council will determine the future allocation of the plot.

4.5 Death of a Tenant



In the event of the death of a tenant, the tenancy will be dealt with in accordance with the Council’s
Tenancy Agreement.

Where the deceased tenant was living with a spouse or partner at the same address, the Council may, at
its discretion, offer that person the opportunity to take on the allotment plot as a new tenancy, subject to:

e theindividual meeting the Council’s eligibility criteria, and
e theindividual agreeing to sign the Council’s current Tenancy Agreement.

Any such arrangement will be treated as a new tenancy and not a transfer of the previous tenancy.

The Council is not obliged to offer the plot to the spouse or partner and may instead reallocate the plot
through the Council’s waiting list process.

4.6 Cultivation and Use of Plots
All allotment plots must be kept in a proper state of cultivation and maintained in good condition.

Tenants are expected to:

o Keep plots free from excessive weeds and rubbish

e Maintain paths and boundaries adjoining their plot where appropriate

e Ensure areasonable proportion of the plotis actively cultivated

[ )
Where the Council considers that a plot is not being adequately cultivated or maintained, the Council
may contact the tenant and request that improvements are made within a reasonable timescale.

Failure to bring the plot back into a satisfactory condition may be treated as a breach of the Tenancy
Agreement.

4.7 Structures and Improvements

Any sheds, greenhouses, polytunnels, fencing, or other structures must not be erected on an allotment
plot without prior written permission from the Council, and where required planning permission must be
obtained from Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council.

The Council reserves the right to:

e Refuse permission for structures considered unsuitable for the site
e Require the removal of any structure erected without permission

e Specify reasonable limits on the size, type, or location of structures
[ )

All structures must be properly maintained and kept safe by the tenant.

4.8 Storage of Materials and Waste
Allotment plots must not be used for the storage of excessive materials, scrap, waste, or non-gardening
items.

Tenants must ensure that any materials stored on the plot are reasonably required for the cultivation and
maintenance of the allotment and are kept in a tidy and safe condition.



e Materials must not exceed 2 cubic metres in volume.

e Stored materials must not obstruct paths, access, or neighbouring plots.

[ )
The Council may require the removal of materials or waste that it considers inappropriate for an allotment
plot.

4.9 Final Improvement: Splitting or Dividing Plots
Tenants must not subdivide, split, or otherwise divide their allotment plot without the prior written
permission of the Council.

Any attempt to do so, including informal arrangements with another person to use a part of the plot, may
be treated as a breach of the tenancy agreement.

5. Allocation of Plots
Plots will be allocated by the Parish Clerk or authorised officer of the Council.
Before taking possession of a plot, the applicant must:

e Acceptthe allotment offered

e Sign the Council’s Tenancy Agreement
e Paythe annual rent

[ ]

Atenancy only begins once the agreement has been signed and rent paid.

6. Rent and Payment
Rent for allotments:

e |ssetand periodically reviewed by the Council
e |s payable annually
e Must be paid either by bank transfer or in person at the Parish Room, as notified by the Council

The rent period applies to the year ending 29 September.
The Council will notify tenants of payment dates by:

e Letter

e Notice on the Council website
7. Use of Allotments
All allotments must be used as allotments or gardens only.
Plots must not be used for:

e Trade or commercial purposes

e Any activity inconsistent with allotment gardening

[ )
Tenants are expected to maintain plots in good condition and free from weeds and suitable for
vegetables, flowers, or leisure gardening.



Full conditions governing use are detailed within the Tenancy Agreement.

8. Livestock
The keeping of livestock on allotments is not normally permitted.

However, the Council may allow hens on plots only with prior written permission from the Council, in
accordance with the Tenancy Agreement.

9. Inspections
The Council may inspect allotment plots at reasonable times to ensure compliance with tenancy
conditions.

Inspections may be carried out by:

e Members of the Council
e  Officers authorised by the Council

10. Breach of Conditions
If atenant breaches the Tenancy Agreement:

e The Council may take action in accordance with the default provisions contained within the
Tenancy Agreement
e Tenants may be given notice to remedy breaches where appropriate

Where breaches remain unresolved, the Council may terminate the tenancy in accordance with the
agreement.

11. Termination of Tenancy
Tenancies may be terminated in the manner specified in the Council’s Tenancy Agreement, including:

e Written notice by either party

e Non-payment of rent

e Breach of tenancy conditions

e Land required for statutory purposes

12. End of Tenancy
When a tenancy ends, the tenant must:

e Remove temporary buildings or structures from the plot
e Make good any damage caused to the site

Tenants should note that the tenancy agreement provides no entitlement to compensation or tenant-right
valuation.

13. Complaints and Queries (Updated Escalation Path)
Any concerns regarding allotment management should be directed to the Parish Clerk in the first
instance.



Where necessary, matters may be escalated in the following order:
1. Parish Clerk
2. Allotments Committee (or equivalent council subcommittee)
3. Full Treeton Parish Council

This ensures complaints are handled fairly, transparently, and consistently.

14. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically by Treeton Parish Council.
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